ORANGE Table – Fire

Tangible Signs

Look at your object.  Why might you keep it in your home?  What would you do with it?








When might you be very glad to have this object around? 








Look at the photos.  How do these sights make you feel?  








Scripture

Read Isaiah 9:1-3.  What change is described here?  How do you think the people would feel before and after the change? 









CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ ORANGE Table continued ] 

Have you ever felt like you “walked in darkness” and then saw a “great light”? 










Read Exodus 13:21-22.  Why do you think God sent both kinds of columns to the Israelites? 









Read Acts 2:1-4.  What were the believers enabled to do when the Spirit came as fire?   (Check out the green box on p. 1443 if there is extra time or you need a hint.) 















BLUE Table – Oil 

Tangible Signs

Look at the photos first.  What is happening and when have you seen this done? 







Look at the bottles.  What is in them and what is their purpose? 







Open the bottles and smell what is inside.  Of apple, lavender and vanilla, which ones do you like best?







Now look at the plastic bag of samples.  Open the samples and smell what is inside.  Which of these do you like or dislike? 






When might you use the products these samples are advertising? 






CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ BLUE Table continued ] 

Scripture

Read Ruth 3:3.  What did Ruth do to get ready?  How does it connect with the samples or objects?







Read Psalm 45:8-9 and put it in your own words.  









Read Proverbs 27:9.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why? 









Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13.   How do you think David felt about being anointed?  











YELLOW Table – Fire

Tangible Signs

Look at your object first.  What is it?  Where might this material have come from?








Now look at the photos and identify what is happening in each of them. What do the two pictures have in common?  








How have the food items changed because of fire?








Scripture

Read Exodus 3:1-6.  What was strange about the bush?  How would you react if you were Moses? 








CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ YELLOW Table continued ] 

Now look at the next part of the story (Exodus 3:7-12). What might be challenging for Moses about what God is asking him to do? 









Read 2 Kings 2:8-11.  What change was happening?  What did fire have to do with it? 









Look at the next part of the story (2 Kings 2:12-15).  How does Elisha feel and why do you think he picked up Elijah’s cloak? 









Read Acts 2:1-4.  What were the believers able to do when the Spirit came as fire?   What had they been doing before that? 









PURPLE Table – Oil 

Tangible Signs

Read each of the bottles and look at the pictures.  For each bottle, consider: 
What is in it?  		When is it used? 		What is its purpose? 







Are there any similarities between these kinds of oil?  What might they be?  








Which kind of oil can you see yourself using, and when? 







Scripture

Read 1 Samuel 9:26-10:1.  What job is Saul being given?  What two things are mentioned as part of that job?  










CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ PURPLE Table continued ] 

What usually happens in our society when someone is given this kind of job? 









Read 2 Chronicles 28:14-15.  What is being done to the prisoners with the oil?  What might we use for this today? 









Look at the beginning of the prophet Oded’s story (2 Chronicles 28:9-13). Do you agree with Oded?  What do you think would have happened if Oded had not spoken out?  










Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13.   How do you think David felt by the end of it?  







GREEN Table – Dove

Tangible Signs

Look at and touch your objects.  What words would you use to describe them? 






Try dropping your objects onto the table from high above your head.  What do you observe? 






Watch the video.  Have any of you ever seen a dove?  When and where?  







How do doves move when they are on the ground?  When they are in the air? 






Scripture

Read Psalm 55:6-9.  Do you ever wish you had wings?  Why? 







CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ GREEN Table continued ] 

Where would you go if you could fly? 






Now read Matthew 10:16.  What animals are being described?  Do you agree with what is being said about each animal?  Why or why not? 








Why do you think Jesus felt these traits were important for the apostles to remember as they left on their missions? 







Read Matthew 3:16-17.   What do you think Matthew means when he says that the Spirit was “coming down like a dove”? 







How would you feel if you heard what Jesus heard at his Baptism? 








BLACK Table – Wind

Tangible Signs

Look at your object first.  What is it?  When might you use this item?  




Plug in your object and turn it on.  How does it make you feel to have it pointed toward you?    




Now look at the photos and identify what is happening in each of them. What do the two pictures have in common?  






What are some other examples of how our environment is shaped by the wind?





Scripture

Read Genesis 1:1-2.  What do you think the wind represents in this passage?  





What was the condition of the world before the wind swept across it?  






CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ BLACK Table continued ] 

Next read Genesis 7:24-8:1.  What is the condition of the world now, before God sent the wind?  




Think about what you may already know about the story of Noah and the animals.  What change did this wind bring?  What could now happen because of that change?  






Then read John 3:3-8.  What sacrament is Jesus talking about in this passage?  





Look again at the final verse in this passage (3:8).  What specifically do you think the wind represents in this verse?  





Now read Acts 2:1-4.  Why does the “strong, driving wind” come to the disciples inside their room?  






What is the effect of the wind on the disciples?  







WHITE Table – Water

Tangible Signs

Look at the photos first.  What is the weather like in each of them?  Would it feel to be or live in such a place?  







What kinds of clothes and supplies would you need to bring if you traveled to each? 








Now look at your objects.  What would you usually do with this set of items?  How do you feel afterwards? 








Scripture

Read Psalm 42:2-3.  Have you ever been as thirsty as the deer?  What do you thirst for in your life? 








CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ WHITE Table continued ] 

Read Ezekiel 36:24-25.  In your own words, what is God promising the exiled people?  






Which do you think feels better: coming home after a long time away, or cooling off on a hot day?  Why?  







Read Matthew 10:42.  What was the land like where Jesus lived?







How does this help you understand Matthew 10:42?

 







Read John 7:37-39.  What kind of water do you think Jesus gives us to drink?  








RED Table – Water

Tangible Signs

Look at your objects first.  What are they and where do they come from?   





Look at the photos.  What is the relationship between the objects and these locations?  







Have you ever visited an aquarium or gone scuba-diving?  What would you see? 






Scripture

Read Genesis 1:20-22.  Where would you look to find evidence that God’s command in this passage had been carried out? 







Now read 2 Kings 5:13-14.  What resulted from Naaman’s dip in the river? 







CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
 [ RED Table continued ] 

Skim through the beginning of Naaman’s story (2 Kings 5:1-12).  What was Naaman’s problem (5:1-2) that he needed to be cleaned in this special way?  






Do you feel sympathy for the king of Israel (5:6-7), Naaman (5:11-12) or the servants (5:13)?  Why or why not?








Then read Psalm 36:8-10.  Who is the “you” in this passage?  






What do you think is meant by “your delightful stream” and “the fountain of life”? 








Now read John 7:37-39.  What will the streams of water do?   








BROWN Table – Seal

Tangible Signs

Look at your objects first.  Name them, then list as many uses for them as you can.   






When thinking about how these items are used, what do the types of items have in common?   






Now look at your photos.  What are these items and what do you think they might “seal”? 






Scripture

First, read Song of Songs 8:6-7.  In your own words, what are the signs that this love is a true love?                                                                       (note: Sheol is the Hebrew word for "Hell")






Which of the two photos do you think relates better to Song of Songs 8:6?  Explain how the photo relates to that verse.  






CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ BROWN Table continued ] 

Next, read Revelation 5:1-5. Who do you think is being described here?  What will he be able to do?  






Which of the two photos do you think relates better to Revelation 5:2?  Explain how the photo relates to that verse.  







Then read 2 Corinthians 1:21-22.  What do you think is “the Spirit in our hearts”?  







Think about the choice of words.  What kind of deal (as in “seal the deal”) might the words “security” and “first installment” be intended to make you think of?  







Read Ephesians 4:30.   What is being sealed and when will its seal be opened?  








PINK Table – Breath

Tangible Signs

Look at your objects first.  What are they and what might a person use them for?  






Experiment with your items.  What effect does your breath have on them?  






Now look at your photos.  What role does breath play in each of these scenes?  







Scripture

Read Genesis 2:7.  What image do you see in your mind while reading this verse? 







Why is breath important?  In this passage, what gift is given to the man through breath? 







CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ PINK Table continued ] 

Now read 1 Kings 19:11-13.  Why do you think God chose to appear in the “light silent sound” rather than in the violent wind, fire or earthquake which came before it? 







Next read Luke 8:40-42 and skip over to Luke 8:49-55.  Why were the people at Jairus’ house concerned that his daughter was dead?  





What happens when Jesus takes the little girl’s hand?  







Now read John 20:19-23.  What might be the reason Jesus breathed on his disciples in this scene?  







Compare John 20:19-23 (Jesus breathing the Holy Spirit) with Genesis 2:7 (God breathing life into Adam).  How are these images similar or different?  








NOT USED THIS YEAR Table – Water HYBRID VERSION

Tangible Signs

Look at and sample your coldest object.  When are you most happy to have this?  






Then look at your smallest objects.  What are they and where do they come from?    






Now look at the photos.  What are some of the differences between these environments?  What causes those differences?  






Scripture

Read Psalm 42:2-3.  Have you ever been as thirsty as the deer?  What do you thirst for in your life? 






Then read Ezekiel 36:24-25.  Which do you think feels better, coming home after a long time away, or cooling off on a hot day?  Why?  






CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE 
[ Hybrid version of Water NOT USED THIS YEAR Table continued ] 

Now read Psalm 36:8-10.  Who is the “you” in this passage?  







What do you think is meant by “your delightful stream” and “the fountain of life”? 








Then read Matthew 10:42.  What was the land like where Jesus lived?  






How does this help you understand Matthew 10:42?  







Finally, read John 7:37-39.  What kind(s) of water do you think Jesus is promising to “drink” (7:37) and to “flow” (7:38)?  









Question sets for Finger and/or Hand do not exist yet but might be needed in future years… 

